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Two February feasts inspire us to meet Jesus as Saviour

The Presentation of Our Lord
(Stritenya), a Feast Day observed
every February (2/15), com-
memorates an episode in Jesus’
infancy that heralds His destiny
as our Saviour.

The Gospel of
Luke recounts
that on the 40t
day after Jesus’
birth, Mary and
Joseph brought
Him to the tem-
ple in Jerusalem to dedicate Him
to God, as the Law of Moses
required.

Entering the temple, they en-
countered Simeon (St. Simeon
the Righteous). According to
Eastern tradition, Simeon had
been translating the Hebrew
Prophet Isaiah’s book, which
foretold: “a virgin shall conceive

a son and his name will be Em-
manuel (God is with us).” An
angel visited Simeon, assuring
him the prophecy was correct
and he would see it fulfilled.

Remembering this, Simeon, who
had lived to a miraculously old
age, recognized Jesus and pro-
claimed: “Lord, now You are
letting Your setvant depart in
peace...For my eyes have seen
Your salvation, which You have
prepared before the face of all
people.” His utterance is still
sung today in the canticle (hymn)
called Nunc Dimittis or “Canticle
of Simeon.”

Simeon also foretold Jesus’ death

and resurrection. He told Mary:
“Behold, this Child is destined
for the fall and rising of many in
Israel, and for a sign which will
be spoken against (yes, a sword

will pierce through your own

soul also), that the thoughts of

many hearts may be re-
vealed.” (Luke 2:34)

Anna, a prophetess in the
temple, also acknowledged
Jesus as the Messiah. She and
Simeon are both venerated as
saints. Their Feast Day falls
one day after the Presentation,

on Feb. 3/16.

On The Presentation of Our
Lord, priests bless candles in
Church for parishioners to
take home. The candles can
be used during prayers
throughout the year and lit
during times of danger. They
remind us of Simeon’s decla-
ration that Jesus would be: “A
light to bring revelation to the
Gentiles, and the glory of
Your people Israel.”
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Saint of the month

" The 3 Hierarchs

Feast: Jan. 30/
Feb. 12

St. Basil the Great,
St. Gregory the Theologian and
St. John Chrysostom are called
the Three Holy Hierarchs of
Eastern Christianity. They were
highly influential bishops of the
eatly church who played pivotal
roles in shaping Christian theol-
ogy. St. Basil the Great is
known for his explanations of
Christian faith and monastic
example. St. John was named
Chrysostom (means golden
mouthed) for his unmatched
eloquence and ability to bring
sinners to repentance. St. Greg-
ory the Theologian is known
for the majesty, purity and pro-
fundity of his homilies and his
defense of the faith.

“It is not how much we do, but how much love we put in the doing. It is not how much we give, but how much

love we put in the giving.” — Blessed Teresa of Calcutta

Valentine’s Day is springboard to live our faith

The quest for “true love” drives
much in popular culture. It is
glorified in countless movies,
songs, books and adverts. The
celebration of this romantic ideal
reaches a feverish pitch around
St. Valentine’s Day. In February,
store shelves are heaving with
heart-shaped merchandise and
adverts encourage us to purchase
treats for our “romantic” other.

As Christians, we are called to
strive for a higher love, Christian
love, the basis of our faith.

There are four Greek words for
love: affection (storge), friend-
ship (philio), passion (eros), and
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brotherly love (agape). Christian
love coincides most closely with
the latter. It is selfless, voluntary,
committed and unconditional.

Jesus spread the message of
Christian love. When asked what
the greatest commandment was,
He said: ““love the Lord with all
yout heart, soul, and mind.” The
second is: ‘love your neighbor as
yourself.” On these two com-
mandments hang all the Law and
the Prophets.” (Matthew 22:36-
40).

On Valentine’s Day, let us reach
out to neighbours who might be
lacking in love. Visit the sick and

Our mission is to provide materials for teachers, parents and adults who
wish to grow in knowledge of their faith.

the eldetly or send them a

family members by being
forgiving and accepting of
their inadequacies. With acts
of kindness, cheer up those
who are single, widowed or
divorced. They often feel
lonely during this holiday.
Teach children to include
classmates who might be left
out.

While it is thoughtful to
show appreciation for our
romantic ‘“Valentine,” for
Christians, this secular holi-
day can be a springboard to
living our faith more fully.
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The Jeweller’s Shop (1989)
A film adaptation
of a play written
by the late Pope
John Paul IT in

e eR
Y12 190. The play is
subtitled, "A Medi-
tation on the Sac-
rament of Matri-

mony, Passing on Occasion into
a Drama." It focuses on three
couples' relationships and soci-
ety's ideas about romantic love
and marriage. Available at select
movie rental outlets and St.
Ignatius Press: www.ignatius.com

Director: Iryna Galadza

Editors: Olena Wawryshyn, Christine Witowych
Ukrainian Translation: Lilia Rytsar
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Karexurranuii Inpopmaniiiamii Ienrp
VYkpainceka Karoanmneka Enapxia ToporTa

ABa npasHUKHA — HATXHEHHA AO 3ycTpiudi 3 Xpucrom Cniacuresem

Crpirenns 'ocrroaa Harrroro
Icyca Xpucra carkyemo 2/15
AFOTOTO,
3raAyIOun
IIOAITO 3
Icycosoro
AMTHHCTBA, IIIO
IIpoBiCcTHAA
Moro AOAIO AIK
HAIIIOTO
Crracurens.

€BanreAie BiA Ayku posmosiaae,
1o Ha 40-uit AeHb ITiCAA
HapoaxenHs Icyca, Mapist ta
I;Iocn(p IIPUHECAT Horo Ao
E€pycarnmcpKoro xpamy, adu
rocesrut Moro Borosi stiamo 3
3akoHoM Motices.

3axOAdIN AO XPaMy, BOHI
sycrpian Cumeona (ITpaseanoro
Cumeona). 3riaHo 31 CXIAHOIO
Tpasuiicro CHMEOH IIepeKAaAaB
KHHUTY IIpopoka Icai, y Akiit 6yaro

JlyxoBHa IloxkuBa

3anmCKu AA THX, XTO JKHBE Y Bipi B Cy4aCHOMY CBiTi

crosimeno: “Ock AiBa B yrpo0i
3aune, i CHHA TOPOAHTS, 1 Aa-
Ayt Momy Vimenus Evmanyia,
mo B repekAaal €: 3 mamu bor.”
Amnrea crioBicruB CUMEOHOB],
IO IIe IIPOPOIITBO IPABAHUBE i
BiH MOGAYUTH HOTO CIIOBHEHHSL.
[Mam’aTaroun mpo e, Cumeos,
KOTPHIH 7KUB HABAUBOBI/KY AOBI'E
JKUTTA, BIIi3HaB Icyca i MOBHB:
“Humi, Baaanko, Biamryckaerx
paba TBoro 3a caoBom TBoIM y
Mupi, 60 Moi o4l GadurAn cracis-
us TBog, 1m0 Tu npurorysas
rrepeA ycima Hapoaamm’”. Ll
CAOBA 1 CBOTOAHI CITIBAEMO §
nepkoBHOMY rumHi “TlicHa
Cumeona”, BIAOMUMIIIE AK
“Hurmi Biammyckaerr.

Cumeon nepeasictus Icycoy
CMEPTH 1 BOCKPECIHHSA, KayKyIH
Mapii: “Ocp 11e# IMocTaBACHHI
AASA TAATHHSA I IHAHATTA Oara-
ThOX B I3paiAl, Bi OyAe 3HAKOM
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CBarui micanga

IIpoTHpITUA, Ta i TOOI camiit Tpu Cearureai

MEY IIPOIIINE AYIIY, ITI00
BIAKPHANCH AYMKH 0ararpox’”.

(Ayxka 2:34-35)

‘ Csaro: 30 ciuna/
12 arotoro

V xpami 6yAa # mpopovura
AHHa, KOTpa TAKOK yITli3HAAL

Tpu CearureAi CXiAHOTO
XPHCTHAHCTBA — II€ CB. Bacuaiix
B Icycosi Meciro. Bora ta Cu-  Beawnkuii, cB. I'puropiit
Borocaos i cs. Moan
3onoroycrnit. Boru 6yan ayie
BIIAMBOBUMM EITUCKOIIAMI
IIepBiCHOI IIEPKBH 1 BIAirpaAn
HAA3BUYAIHO BAKAHUBY POAB Y
dopMyBaHHI XPUCTHIHCHKOIO
6orocaop’s. Cs. Bacmaiin
Beankuit Biaomuii cBoiMm
TAYMAYEHHAMH XPUCTHAHCHKOL
BipH T2 MOHACTHIHIM
npuxaasom. Cs. Moana HazBaAn
3oAoTOyCcTIM 32 HOTO
HEIIOBTOPHE OPATOPChKE BMiHHS
Ta 3AATHICTD CXUAATH IPIITHUKIB
Ao moxaguHsA. C. I'puropiit
Borocaos Biaommit gepes
BEAHYHICTB, 9UCTOTY T2 TAUOHHY
IIPOITOBIACH Ta OOOPOHY BipHL.

MEOH BU3HAHI CBSITUMH, 2 iX
ACHB CBATKYEMO HACTYIIHOI'O
Anst micas Crpirenss — 3/16
AFOTOTO.

V aens Crpitenns I'ocrioa-
HBOTO CBSAIICHUKN TTOCBATY-
FOTh Y IIEPKBI CBIUKH, AKi
ITAPOXIAHE GEPyTh AOAOMY,
aOH 3aITAATOBATH IX TIPOTATOM
YCHOTO POKY A IaC MOAHTBH
Ta B XBUAHHH HeOesmekn. L1
CBIYKM HATAAYIOTh HAM CAOB2
Cumeona, 1110 XpHCTOC - IIe
“CBITAO Ha IIPOCBITY ITOTaHAM,
1 Ha CAABY TBOTO ATOAY
Ispaias”.

“3HayeHHA Ma€ HE Te, CKIABKH HAM BAAE€THCA 3pOOHUTH, 4 T€, CKIABKH AFOOOBI MH BKA4Ad€MO B T€, IIJO pOOHMO.

3HayeHHA Ma€ He T€, CKIABKH MH AA€MO, 4 T€, CKIABKH AFOO0BI MH 3 THM BiaAaemo.” — Baaxeana Tepesa 3 Kaasxyrra

AeHBb cBATOro BaseHTHMHA — TPaMIAIH AO HAIIIOTO >KUTTA Yy Bipi

IMormyxk “cripaBKHBOrO KOXaHHA"
IIOAOHUB CY‘mCHY HOHy/\ﬂp}Iy
kyAbTypY. oro BoseArrsyrors y
Oe3Aidi (DiABMIB, KHIZKOK T4 PEKAAM.
OcniByBaHHSA IIbOIO POMAHTIYHOIO
IAGAAY CAra€ CBOIO aIlOrero Harepe-
AOAHI TaB caM AeHb BaaenTuna. ¥V
AIOTOMY ITOAHWII MAra3uHiB yIruHa-
IOTBCA A BEAUKOIO KIABKICTIO
PISHHX TOBapiB, IIPUKPAIIICHUX
cepuAMHI 9u Y (DOPMI CEPACIIb,
320XOYYIOYN KyIyBATH ITOAAPYHKI
AASL CBOIX “BAACHTUHOK .

Sk XPHCTHAHI MU ITOKAMKAHI
IIPATHYTH BUIOI, XPUCTUAHCHKOL
AFOOOBI.

€ JoTHpH IPeIbKi CAOBA HA
O3HAYCHHA AFOOOBI: IIPHUB’A3AHICTH
(cTopre), ApyxkHA AFO60B (diaio),

Kamexcumuunuii Ingopmayidnui Llenmp Yrpaincoxoi Kamoruyvkoi ECnapxii Toponma
Hama micia ¢ nadanns mamepianie oaa 6uumenis, 6amvkie ma 00pocanx,

IIPHCTPACTD (€pOC) Ta OpaTHA AFOOOB
(ararre). XpHCTHAHCHKA AFODOB
HAMOAMIKYIA 32 CBOEIO CYTTIO AO
ocraunboi. [e AT0OOB KepTOBHA,
AOOPOBiABHA, BiaAaHA 1 De3yMOBHA.

Icyc sakamkae Hac AO XpUCTHUAHCHKOL
Ar0608i. Koan Floro crmraan, sika
i3 3amoBiAelt HalbiAbITa, Bin Biamo-
BiB: “Ar06m I'ocmoaa Bora tBOTO,
BCIM TBOIM CepIieM, YCIEIO TBOECIO
AYILEIO 1 BCIEFO AYMKOIO TBOEIO: II€
HaMOIABIIIA ¥ HalIIepIIa 3aIOBIAB. A
APYyTa ITOoAIGHA A0 Hel: Arobu OAmK-
HBOTO TBOTO, AK cebe camoro. Ha i
ABI 3aITOBIAl BBEC 3aKOH 1 IIPOPOKH
crparotees’. (Mareit 22, 36-40)

V aerp Basenrtuma 3pepHiMOCH AO
HAIITUX CYCIAIB, KOTpI BIAYYBArOTE
Opax AToOOBi. BiaBiaafimo xBopux Ta

Kompi bascarnms spocmamu y nismatni c60ci 6ipu.

cTapImx, 200 * HAAIIIAIMO im
ancrisky. ITposBiMo xpucTusn-
CBKY AIODOB AO IACHIB CiM'T

4yepe3 CBOE BMIHHA IIPHAMATH EOBeaipHa
ixni mporpixu. Byasmo KpaMHHUIIA
IIPUBITHUME T2 IHATPUMAKMO (1989)

THX, XTO OAMHOKUI, OBAOBIB 91
posaydenuii. Born wacro
IIOYYBAFOTHCA CAMOTHIMU B I[eH
A€HB. YUIMO TAKOK HAIIIAX ATl
He 320yBaTH BIACYTHIX OAHO-
KAACHHKIB Ta THX, IIPO KOIO
320yAHL.

Expamnizamnis mwecw,
AKy mmama Isam
ITaBao 11 mamucas
1960 poky. Apyra
Ha3Ba PIABMY —
“Posaymu mpo TaiactBo
TIOAPY#HIKSA, IO ITEPEXOAATD ¥
Apamy”. @iABM IIPO BIAHOCHHI
TPHOX AP Ta CYCIABHI AYMKH
IIPO KOXAHHS TA IIOAPYHKS.
DirbM (B AHTAIFICHKI MOBI) MOKHA
npuAbaty B St. Ignatius Press:
www.ignatius.com

OTO)K BOAHOYAC 13 I1I€ OAHIEIO
MOKAHBICTIO BHABHTH AIOOOB
Hanmii “BasenTuHI’” 1€
CEKYAAPHE CBATO MOXKE CTATH
AAS HAC, XPUCTHAH, TPAMITAIHOM
AO OIABIIT ITOBHOTO KUTTA B
HAIIIH Bipi.

Aupexmop: Lpuna Tasadsa
Peoaxmopu: Oaena Baspumurn, Xpucma Bimosuy
Vupaincoxui Ilepexaad: Aiaia Puyap
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