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All women called to spiritual motherhood

This year, Mothers’ Day coin-
cides with the Sunday of the
Myrrh Bearing Women, empha-
sizing the two aspects of mother-
hood — biological and spiritual.

God, in creating woman, be-
stowed on her the gift of moth-
erhood. Inherent in every
woman is the ability to bring new
life into the world and a sensitiv-
ity that lends itself to spiritually
nurturing others.

For ages, motherhood was the
basis of the formation of a new
generation. Gitls were raised
with an understanding of this
responsibility and the sacrifice it
demanded. Children were wel-
comed as gifts to the family,
even in times of hardship.

Various secular movements,
especially in recent decades, have
brought about a dramatic change

of attitude. Children, once great
gifts, have come to be seen by
many as burdens that interfere
with careers and lifestyles.

What would have hap-
pened if Mary had
rejected the invitation
to become the Mother
of God? Our salvation
was dependant on her
willingness to trust God and to
accept His gift.

Christian women today can look
to Mary for the strength to resist
the culture that sneets at women
who bear more than one or two
children and to overcome the fear
of the unknown — to trust in
God’s providence, embrace
motherhood and restore it to its
original dignity.

Mary was biological mother to
only one child, Jesus, but she is a

VOLUME 1, ISSUE 9

Saint of the month

spiritual mother to many. Not Mother of God
every woman will become a
biological mother, but all
women ate called to be spiri-
tual mothers. The Desert
Mothers of Eatly Christianity
and numerous subsequent
saints are excellent examples
of spiritual motherhood.
Prayer and God’s grace gave
them the insight to guide oth-
ers in their spiritual journeys
and the courage to speak the
unpopular truth on moral

Mary, the Mother of
God is known in
Ukrainian as Bohoro-
dytsia (God-beater).
May, which marks the start of a
new season of growth, is the
month when Catholics all around
the world celebrate Mary, who
brought life into the world. In the
Ukrainian Catholic Church, a
special church service, the Moleben
1o the Blessed Virgin Mary, is tradi-
tionally celebrated throughout
May to honour the Mother of
God. This special service, com-
posed of tropars and kondaks
(hymns) to the Mother of God, is
a prayer of supplication (also
known as petitioning) wherein the
congregation asks the Mother of
God for specific graces. If you
have not participated in this mole-
ben before, consider making time
for this beautiful prayer service at
your parish this month.

issues.

Such spiritual motherhood is
desperately needed today, to
defend the teaching of the
Church, especially on issues
that have been damaging to
family and marriage (abortion,
contraception, cohabitation)
and to be true witnesses of
Christian life.

“Love the Virgin Mary. She is our confidant in difficulty. Mary is the mother who cannot ignore our requests.”
— 8t. Gianna Beretta Molla (patron saint for mothers and unborn children)

Lessons of the first witnesses of Jesus’ Resurrection

On the third Sunday
of the Easter season
(May 8 this year),
our Church com-
memorates the first
witnesses of Jesus’
Resurrection — the women who
came to His tomb with myrrh to
anoint His body. The men who
buried Jesus, St. Joseph of Ari-
mathea and St. Nicodemus, ate
also honoured on this Sunday.

Jesus Christ was crucified on
Friday. He was hastily anointed,
wrapped in linen and buried by
Sts. Joseph and Nicodemus that
same day because the next day
was the Sabbath, when it was

Catechetical Resource Centre, Toronto Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy

unlawful to work. When the
Sabbath was officially over, in
the morning’s early hours, a
small group of faithful women
who wanted to anoint Jesus’
body propetly, set off for the
tomb with myrrh and expensive
fragrant oils.

The group, according to the
Gospel of Mark (16:1-8), in-
cluded Mary Magdalene, another
Mary (referred to as the mother
of James), and Salome. They said
“Who will roll away the stone
from the door of the tomb for
us?” but found the heavy stone
had already been rolled away.

An angel nearby said to them:

Our mission is to provide materials for teachers, parents and adults who
wish to grow in knowledge of their faith.

“Do not be alarmed. You ::
seek Jesus of Nazareth, who H
was crucified. He is risen! He ‘Sl
is not here! ...Go, tell His .
disciples — and Peter — that
He is going before you into
Galilee...”

The Gospel of John (20:14) 3" winning movie
recounts that Mary Magda- gl 2bout modern
lene, crying at the tomb, saw =) family life with
the Resurrected Jesus, but did an affirmative pro-life message
not recognize Him until He  along with themes of self-
called her by name. From this forgiveness, reconciliation and
incident, we are reminded redemption.

that knowing and recognizing
God is a spiritual experience
and that the soul has primacy
over the outer physical body.

Iy
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rated PG-13,
91 minutes

An award-

Widely available at movie
rental outlets and for purchase
on: Www.amazon.ca

Director: Iryna Galadza
Editors: Olena Wawryshyn, Christine Witowych
Translation: Lilia Rytsar
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AyXxoBHE MAaTEPHHCTBO — IOKAHKAHHA KOXKHOI >KIHKH

Lroro poky Aerp Marepi npu-
ImaAa€e Ha HeAiAro MupoHocui,
THM CAMUM ITIAKPECAFOFOYUH ABA
ACIICKTH MATEPHHCTBA: AYXOBHUI
Ta 6IOAOTIYHIIM.

CrBoproroun xiHky, I'ocrroan
HATOPOAUB i AApOM MATEPHUH-
crBa. KokHa kiHka oTprmana
3AATHICTD IIPUBOAUTH Ha CBIT
HOBE JKHTTA Ta BPa3AUBICTb,
BAACTHBY T4 HEOOXIAHY AAS
AYXOBHOTO BUXOBAHHSL.

ITporarom BikiB MaTepHHCTBO
6yAo pyHAAMEHTOM (POPMYyBaH-
Hfl HOBHX ITOKOAIHB. Y AIBYAT
3aKAAAAAN PO3YMIHHSA ITi€l BIAITO-
BIAAABHOCTI Ta HEBIA’€EMHOT BiA
Hel camonocBATH. AAST KOKHOT
ciM’T AiTi OyAH AApyHKAMH,
HABITb Y YaCH CKPYTH.

PisHi cekyaspHi Tedil, ocobAnBO

B OCTAHHIX ACCATHAITTAX, 3MIHN-
AM Take cupuiaaTTa. Aitn,

panToM CTaAHM TATapeM Ta IIepe-
IIOHOIO AAA Kap’epHoro 3pocCTy T2
CTHAXO KUTTA.

o 6u crasocs, sxbn Mapisn
BIAKMHYAQ 3AIIPOIICHHA CTATH
Borxoro Matip’ro? Harre
CITACIHHSA 32A€KAAO CaME BiA i
rOTOBHOCTI AOBipHTHCA Borosi.

XPHCTHAHKH CbOTOAHI MOKYTD
Oparu puKAaa i3 Mapii, adu
MATHU CHAY IIPOTHCTOATH KyAb-
Typi, IO 3 HACMIITIKOXO AUBHTECA
Ha KIHOK, KOTpl HAPOAUAN DiAb-
e, HiK ABOE AlTed. [Tprkaaa
Mapif Aae cray mobopoTtu crpax
IIepeA HEBIAOMIM, a0H AOBIPHTH-
ca boxomy IlpoBuairaro Ta
IIPUAHATH MATEPUHCTBO, BIAHOB-
AFOFOUHN HOT'O ITEPBUHHY TIAHICTD.

Mapist 6yaa GioAoriaHOIO
MaTip’0 OAHIEl AHTHHI, OAHAK
AASl HAraTHOX BOHA CTaAa
AyxoBHOFO MaTip’to. He xoxma

JKIHKA MOJKE UM CTAEC
Gi0AOTIIHOIO MATIP O, OAHAK
KOKHA ITOKAMKAHA CTATH
AYXOBHOIO MaTip’10. PanupO-
xpucTuAHchk [Iycrummmm ta
YMCAEHHI CBSATI II3HIIINX Ya-
CiB € IPUKAAAAME AYXOBHOTO
matepuHCTBA. MOAUTBA T2
Boxka 6aaroaats Aana iM He-
OOXIAHY B AYXOBHOMY ITPOBIA-
HUIITBI ATOACH IIPOHHKAH-
BICTB, 4 TAKOK BIABAIy TOBOPHU-
TH HETIOIYAAPHY IIPABAY
IIIOAO MOPAABHHX ITHTAHbD.

Taxe AyXOBHE MaTEPHUHCTBO
HEOOXIAHE HAM ChOTOAHI,
mobu mu H6yAn cBiakamu
XPHCTUAHCHKOTO KUTTA, 4
TAKOMK AAS 3AXHICTY HAYKA
LlepxBu, 0cODAHBO IIIOAO
ITHTaHb, KOTPI PyHHYIOTH
CiM’T0 Ta IIATO0: abopTH,
KOHTPAIICIIIIA, CIIABHE KUATTA
6e3 mAro0y.

TPABEHbD 2011
YHUCJO0 1.9

CBAara micansa

AiBa Mapisa

Mapis, boua Marip,
Boropoaums. V
TPABHI, KOTPHH €
ITOYATKOM HOBOL
ITOPH — TIOPH PO3BHUTKY, KATOAMKI
BCBOI'O CBITY 3raAyroTh Mapiro,
KOTpa IIPHHECAA B CBIT sKHTTA. B
Vxpaiucpkiit Karoaumnpxiit [epxsi
IIPOTATOM TPABHA TPAAUIIIITHO
BIATIPABASITOTH OCODAHBE
OOTrOCAYKECHHA HA 9€CTh
Boropoawuri — moaebers A0
[Tpecaaroi Aisrr Mapii. Lle
OOTOCAYIKEHHSA, THAYAC KOTPOTO
CITIBAEMO TPOIApPi Ta KOHAAKIT
(ruMHM) — 1€ YCHABHE IIPOXAHHS
(cymaikamif), Ae AFOAH IIPHHOCATD
A0 Boropoaurii csoi mpoxasms.
Slko By e HIKOAM HE OpaAn
Y9IACTI B IIbOMY MOACOHI,
00OB’3KOBO 3HAMAITH gac
ITOOYBATH IIPOTATOM IIBOTO MiCAIIS
HA TaKifl IPEKPACHIH MOAHTOBHII
BIATIPABI y BAIIIH TAPOXIAABHIH
IICPKBI.

“Arob6its AiBy Mapiro. I mo>xemo AoBiparHa B ckpyri. Mapia — Marip, KOTpa HE MO>Ke HEXTYBATH HAIIHMH IIPOXAHHAMH.”

V 1perro HeAlAFO
Beaukoansoro
rrepioAy (I1boro
poxy 8 TpaBHA
Llepkpa 3raaye
IIEPINUX CBIAKIB
XpHuCTOBOrO
Bocxpeciansa —
JKIHOK, KOTP1 IIPHHECAH AO
Icycosoro rpoby mupo, 1mobu
HamactaTe Voro tino. Takowx y

IIFO HEAIATO 3TaAYEMO CBATOTO
I;Iocnq)a ApumateiicbKoro Ta
csiroro HukoAnma, 90A0BIKIB,
KOTpi moxoBaAn Icyca.

Icyca Xpucra posir’saau B
waranmro. Ceari Mocud ta
Hukoanm Hamactram #ioro TiAo,

Kamexcumuunuii Ingopmayidnui Llenmp Yrpaincoxoi Kamoruyvkoi ECnapxii Toponma
Hama micia ¢ nadanns mamepianie oaa 6uumenis, 6amvkie ma 00pocanx,

— Cs. Amanna bepemma Moana (nokposumenvka mamepis ma Henapodnenux dimet)

3aTOPHYAH B ITAAIITAHMITIO I
ITOKAAAH B TPOO1 TOro caMoro
AHS, OCKIABKH HACTYIIHOTO AHSA
Oyaa CyboTa, KOAH HE MOKHA
6yao mparrosaru. Ilosakinuenni
Cyboru, paHO BpaHIIi KIABKA
KIHOK BHPYILIHAK AO Ipo0Yy, abu
HaMACTUTH TiAO Icyca Mupom Ta
HaXOIAMH.

Kinkn, cepea fknx, 3a €panre-
Alero BiA Mapxa (16:1-8), Oyaa
Mapis Marpasena, Mapis, mate
SIxoBa Ta CaroMif TOBOPHAM MixK
co6010: “XT0 HAM BIAKOTHTH
KaMIiHB BIA BXOAY AO Ipo0y?”; ane
MAIATIOBIIH A0 TPOOY
ITOOAYMAM, IO KAMIHB yKe
BiaBaAsenuil. [Topyda cuais anrea,

Kompi bascarnms spocmamu y nismatni c60ci 6ipu.

KOTpHII pOMOBHB A0 Hux: "He
skaxarirecsal Bu mykaere Icyca
Hasapsiauna, posi'sroro. Bin
BOCKpeEC, HIOro HemMa TyT. ..
HAITB, CKaKITh HOTO YIHAM Ta
ITerposi, mo Bin sBunepeAnTs
Bac y ['aamaei...”

Esanrenic Bia Moama (20:14)
posrosiaae mpo Mapiro
Maraaaumy, KOTpa IAaKaAd
pu rpodi it modadraa
BOCKPECAOTO XPHCTA, AA€
HesiizHaaa Moro, moku ne
Ha3Bas il imeni. [lelt Bummasox
IIPUTAAYE HAM, IO ITI3HAHHA
Bora — me AyxoBHIIT AOCBIA, 1
IO AYIIA MA€ IEPIIICTD IEPEA
JizmarHIM TiIAOM.

BiAZHAYEHUIT
GaraTbma
HArOPOAAMI,
pO3mOoBiAa€e Ipo
M) cygacHe civeiie
HKUTTA, TIepe-
AAFOYH LASAQYCBI TIOCAAHHS
“3akuTTA” 1 BOAHOYAC YIUTH
CAMOIIPOIIEHHS, B324EMOPO3yMiH-
HA T2 crIoKyTH. PiAbM
(aHrAIICHKOIO MOBOIO)
MoskHa B3ATH HAIIPOKAT 200 K
IIPHADATH 32 AAPECOIO:
WWW.amazon.ca

Aupexmop: Lpuna Tasadsa
Peoaxmopu: Oaena Baspumurn, Xpucma Bimosuy

Vupaincoxui Ilepexaad: Aiaia Puyap


http://www.amazon.ca
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